
Considering its persecution during the 45 
years of communist regime, the Catholic 
Church in Albania found it necessary to 
undertake a process of education and 
information for Albanian youth, so that this 
part of history, so far not very familiar to 
them, coming from different factors during 
the 30 years of transition, shall be recognized 
and understood in order for those mistakes 
not to be repeated in the future.
Thus, Justice and Peace, as an entity of the 
Catholic Church, was entrusted with this 
process of informing, educating and 
studying this period with the focus on young 
people.

Renovabis's generosity and readiness to 
support this activity would be the key to its 
continuity, which was not absent for 2021, 

In the framework of this project, visits with 
young people to several places of suffering, 
informative visits to various schools, 
discussions with former prisoners , 
numerous publications, etc.,  will be 
performed.

      Problem description

An important part of the activities would be 
the organization of a Summer Camp in the 
former prison - camp in Spaç, where young 
people from Albania and other Eastern 
European countries, would be offered the 
opportunity to share their personal 
experiences or their relatives' experiences 
during the period of communist regimes in 
the respective countries, but also the 
knowledge of the facts and stories of Spaç 

prisoners.

This project would have its origins in 2018, 
when in cooperation with the Maximilian 
Kolbe Foundation and the Spaç Prison 
Museum Association, the Justice and Peace 
would organize the rst Summer Camp in 

Spaç, the success of which would be 
indisputable, enabling its organization in the 
following years as well.

NARRATIVE REPORT

THIRD  SUMMER CAMP
SPAÇ – ALBANIA

Project nr. AL 023110 B

August 27th – September 1st 2021

Organized by:   Justice and Peace Commission of Albania
In collaboration with: Maximilian Kolbe Organization and Museum of Prison of Spaç 

Supported by:   Renovabis and Federal Foreign Ministry



Germany, Georgia, Lithuania, Northern 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania.

On the other hand, Prof. Dr. Romeo 

Gurakuqi, a well-known history professor in 
Albania, presented a summary of the most 
important events in the history of Albania 
from 1944, when the communists came to 
power, until 1991, with the fall of the 
dictatorship.

when the third International Summer Camp 
was organized in Spaç, where in addition to 
Albania would be part among the young 
people even 5 other former communist 
countries.
Conditions created during 2020, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, did not allow the 
normal continuation of work for the 
organization of the Summer Camp, forcing 
us to cancel it. Despite this, the improvement 
of conditions and the facilitation of measures 

by the Albanian government, as well as of 
other countries, made it possible for the 
following year to enable its normal 
organization.
Thus, from August 27 to September 1, 2021, 
the third International Summer Camp took 
place in the former prison-camp of Spaç.

Considering the fact that most of the 
participants had no knowledge of Albania, 
much less the history of Albania during the 
communist period, Monsignor George 
Frendo, referred to those present, focusing 
on the atheistic aspect of the communist 
regime.

As in other years, to facilitate the gathering 

of participants, the rst day took place in 
Tirana, in the premises of Hotel Xheko, 
where many representatives of other 
organizations were present, which have in 
their attention the former prison of Spaç.
After a welcome greeting from Monsignor 
George Frendo, Archbishop of Tirana - 
Durres, followed by the presentation of 
participants from 5 Eastern European 

countries:

Both speeches aroused interest among the 



After visiting the prison premises and 
serving a simple lunch in one of the prison 
premises, specially maintained for the 
organization of such activities, it was 
continued with the sharing of the stories of 
the survivors of Spaç, who although 
remembered with pain those years lost in 
that prison, they did not spare their stories 
for those present, who in turn did not spare 
questions for them.

It presents 3 periods of the history of 
Albania: Period I - 1912 – 1939 From the 
independence  of  Albania  unt i l  the         
beginning of World War II.
Period II - 1939 - 1944 Period during the 
Nazi-Fascist occupation.

In this museum various objects of special 
periods are presented, as well as lm 
illustrations of the time, arousing the interest 
of the participants, who not infrequently 
stopped in front of an object or lm for a long 
time.

 Period III - 1944 - 1991 The coming to power 
o f  c o m m u n i s t s  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e        
oppression                                                                       

attendees causing them to have many 
questions for the speakers. After the end of 
this session, the visit continued with 
BunkArt 2, an underground tunnel located 
in the center of Tirana, which, during the 
regime was in the service of the ruling elite in 
case of emergency, today turned into a 
museum, and is visited by many tourists.

The next day, after a journey of about 3 hours 
from Tirana, they arrived in Spaç.
The group of participants, of 30 people, was 
accompanied by the German Ambassador to 

Albania, Mr. Peter Zingraf and Mr. 
Zickendraht, Head of the Embassy's cultural 
department, who were part of the activity.
We cannot leave without mentioning the 3 
survivors of Spaç: Mr. Zenel Drangu, z. 
Angjelin Daberdaku and Mr. Xhavit Lohja, 
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t 
throughout the Summer Camp. Upon arrival 
in Spaç, Zenel Drangu, who suffered there 
for about 17 years, made a detailed 
description of all the constituent parts of the 
prison.

Also, in addition to their life in prison, they 
also told about the hard work that prisoners 
were forced to do in the copper mines, which 
were part of the prison, and this was also the 
most painful part of their stories, where not 



In one of these cases, due to hard conditions, 
hard work and malnutrition, some prisoners 
refused to work in the mine, which led to the 
outbreak of a revolt inside the Spaç prison 
and for 3 days the prisoners were in full 
control of the prison, until the arrival of 
special forces from Tirana, when the revolt 
was suppressed violently and 4 of the 
prisoners were sentenced to be shot and 
many others were re-sentenced.

The morning of August 29, was followed by 
the second day of activity in Spaç.

in few cases, mining was associated with 
serious injuries or even loss of life.
They also reported many cases where, due to 
hard work, many prisoners attempted 
suicide by jumping on the barbed wire 
surrounding the prison.

The meeting with the survivors of Spaç 
marked the end of the rst day of the activity 
in Spaç, followed with travelling to return to 
the hotel Marub, about 1 hour from Spaç, 
where they would be accommodated during 

the activity.
After a short break, in the hotel premises 
followed a moment of reection on the rst 
day of the activity and the impressions of the 
participants.
The evening was followed by a dinner and 
joint moments by the participants, including 
the German Ambassador to Albania, who, 

being part of the rst day of the event in Spaç, 
did not hide his interest and curiosity for 
Spaç, and the touching stories of survivors. 

The most important part of the activity 
during this day was the cleaning of the 
premises of Spaç prison, this as a sign of 
respect for those who lost the most beautiful 
years in that prison and in many cases their 
own lives.
For this reason, the organizers had provided 
the  necessary  protec t ive  and work 
equipment.
The young participants did not spare 
themselves in the cleaning process, which at 

rst glance seemed something simple, but 
the real importance of this gesture was 
clearly visible in the excited faces of the Spaç 
survivors, present at the event.

After lunch and a short break, the workshop 
was followed by 4 workshops, where the 
young participants shared their personal or 
relative stories during the regimes in their 
countries and then a member of each group 
reported on the conclusions,  where 
differences between various countries were 
noticed, but also common features and one of 
the common ones was the repression and 
constant physical and psychological violence 
in the respective countries. 

The work to clean the prison premises 
continued throughout the morning and 
closed with a prayer in memory of the 
victims of Spaç and the communist regime 
throughout Albania, not forgetting those 
who managed to survive the communist 
oppression.



Even today, some of the prisoners of Spaç, 
who lost their lives in the mines, from the 
great sufferings in prison or even natural 
causes, rest there. 
Even after death, the sufferings of the 
prisoners did not end, as the authorities 
did not allow the family members to 
withdraw their bodies. 
The young participants, stood in front of 
these cemeteries in a moment of prayer for 
their souls. There was also a stop at the 
beginning of the road to Spaç where, 
Justice and Peace in cooperation with the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  R r e s h e n  a n d  t h e 

association of former political prisoners, 
have placed a sign in honor and memory of 
all those who made that road full with 
pain, but also with the hope that one day 
they could embrace their relatives.
After the end of the march in silence, they 
continued with lunch at the Marub hotel 

and then departure for Shkodra, where the 
activity would be closed.
U p o n  a r r i v a l  i n  S h k o d r a  a n d 
accommodation at the Tradita Hotel, the 
young people visited the Diocesan 
Museum, which focuses on communist 
persecution in religious terms. There are 
many religious objects, saved by simple 
people, mainly from the city of Shkodra, 
r i s k i n g  s e n t e n c e s ,  i n t e r n m e n t  o r 
imprisonment, why not in Spaç, because, 
since 1967, Albania was declared an atheist 
country and any kind of religious 
mani fes ta t ion  was  forbidden and 
punishable.

A monument dedicated to the victims of 
communist persecution was also visited. 
established in the center of Shkodra, Justice 
and Peace in cooperation with the 
Municipality of Shkodra and with the 
support of Renovabis and the American 
Episcopal Conference (USCCB), made it 

The rst activity of the last day in Spaç 

consisted of a walking procession to stop in 
front of the prison cemetery, which is in a 
very difcult position to reach, separated 
by an abyss eroded by the River Fan, in 
front of the prison buildings. 

Then they went to the church of Rubik 
where Dom Genci, parish priest of Rubik, 
celebrated the holy mass.
Also the next day, started with the process 
of cleaning the prison and moments of 
reection in Spaç also on returning to the 
Marub hotel, to end the day with dinner 
together.



possible for the work started years ago, to 
be successfully completed on May 20, 2019 
when and it was inaugurated. 
Every May 20th, in cooperation and 
participation of the Municipality of 
Shkodra, the Association of Former 
Persecuted of Albania, other organizations 
and collaborators, as well as many 

o r d i n a r y  c i t i z e n s ,  t h a t  d a y  i s 
commemorated with honors and respect, 
turning it into a tradition of the city.
Upon completion of the visits, participants 
had the opportunity to visit the city to close 
the day and the Summer Camp for 2021 
with a joint festive dinner at the Hotel 
Tradita.
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